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Citizens for the Environment In The Galilee

Environmental Thoughts

One of the biggest challenges confronting the modern world is the
environmental crisis.

This distressing reality developed as a result of a lifestyle that began during
the industrial revolution and was amplified by the common view that
economic achievements are the main barometer of a successful society. As
such, advancements in technology and science were harnessed to promote
economic gains, often through exploitation of natural resources. Thus,
alongside the progress, which improved many domains, there is ongoing
damage to the environment and the results are severe and worsening. Some
of the damages are: air and water pollution, destruction of landscape and
natural environs, climate changes and natural disasters, increase of health
problems especially in weakened populations and more....

The Israeli environmental movement consists of about 100 organizations,
with most of the activity being voluntary. The movement is growing. This
growth is only expressed by numbers and geographical spread, but also by
the developing and deepening of ideological concepts and commitment.

Over 20 years ago, environmental organizations dealt mainly with Nature
itself and not with the potentially mutually beneficial interaction between
Nature and Humanity. Today, the environmental movement understands
that environmental problems are social problems, and tries to find solutions

to environmental crisis through education and social discourse.

The environmental struggle is a social and a political struggle.
The environmental movement is composed of people who dream about a
better place to live in. This dream is hard to fulfill but for our sake and for the

sake of our children, we have to march in this way.



COLLABORATION BETWEEN ALL

The environment is an “opening-doors arena” for cooperation.

In the special region where we live, where the last extensive green areas are
located, we have to join forces in order to preserve the nature and the
environment for our sake, and for the sake of our children. Today, more than
ever, community organizations in general and environmental organizations in
particular, are establishing collaboration between Arab and Jewish
communities and authorities. The environmental issues represent a major

subject in establishing these connections.

Who is paying the price? Who is profiting?

When we inspect the environmental crisis we discover the environmental
injustice. For example, air pollution- each one of us is harmed but some
populations such as the Negev’'s Bedouins, the civilians of the Bay of Haifa
and especially fetuses and babies, are paying a higher price... Water pollution
problems will hurt the population that can't afford mineral water purchase.
Our vision deals with justice that intertwines with a right for an appropriate

environment for all.
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